was widely perceived as being the fall guy,
In his autobiography North presents a convincing case for his own defence, At no point in the book does he attempt to deny involvement in arms sales or providing aid to the Contras, Yet what does become very clear is that President Reagan, his advisors and the members of the National Security Council were all fully aware of, and sanctioned, these activities.
Although the full facts will probably never be known, what is obvious is that the Reagan administration acted to protect itself by offering Congress scapegoats. . It remains astonishing to many observers that Reagan was able to escape a fate similar to that of fellow republican president, Richard Nixon, who, aside from experiencing acute public humiliation was also saddled with the ignominious nickname of "Tricky Dicky", It is precisely because of this cover-up that Under Fire makes an important contribution to contemporary American history. The book presents a different viewpoint on many important events from the past three decades, Not least of these is the Iran-Contra scandal. To a large extent Under Fire is a successful expose of the most spectacular presidential cover-up ever. Admittedly, at times, the sheer mass of facts can become heavy going, but on the whole it is very well written. From a grammatical point of view one is unfortunately subjected to American english, which can really be quite dreadful, Jarring sentences such as, "everything I owned fit into the back of my car" or "My students would occasionally tell me of being spit on", occur from time to time, Nevertheless the book's merits outweigh its flaws, it is well illustrated with photographs from private and press collections and is a story well told which ends on a subtle note of triumph, Oliver North is essentially an optimist and his belief in the American ideal has evidently survived. Many of us on the sidelines, however, continue to wonder that the myth of American justice and liberty has managed to endure for so long, 
